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A beer break at Grace Brothers' Brewery,
Sonoma County, CA, early 1900's.
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LITHIUM SALTS WERE IN THE WATER

| ocated just a short drive north of Milwaukee, the city of West Bend,
\ Wisconsin, is probably best known for the range of consumer appli-

ances which bear its name.

Brewing started carly in this wown of 28,000
inhabitants, The first brewery was built in 1848
hy B-‘hl'llﬁr Gl::cl.ll:r. w]'l.ﬂ Tan [hc il“i}nm Fﬂ'
two years. Goeder had learned the coopers and
brewing trade in his birthplace of Hesse,
Germany, lo was o small encerprise, being 24 x 36
feet an a two and one half story wood frame; and
only the second brewery in Washingron County,
Afver suffering an accident when a wood splincer
injured one eye, Gocetter leased the brewery 1o
Christopher Felstein,

Goetrer decided 1o leave the brewing business and
went on to found a hotel, grain elevator, and mer-
cantile exchange. His doctors had cold him chac
brewing beer was just too dangerous for him as he
might lose sight in the other cye.

A few years later, Goetter decided 1o sell the busi-
ness to his two brothers-in-law, Chardes and
Stephen Mayer. Goetter had married their siscer
Elisabeth during a brief trip back to Germany in
1848.

Charles Mayer had been born in the Rhincland
region of Prussia in 1826, and came 1o the U.S.
owenty years later with his brother Stephen. He
originally settled on government land and mar-
ricd Susanniah Kastler in April of 1853,

They had three children; one of whom died in
infancy. Mayer and his family left the farm and
movod 1o West Bend in 1854 w0 enter the brew-
ing busincss.

But times were hard and life expecrancies shore
Stephen Mayer pased away at the young age of
47 In 1867, The following year Charles decided
to completely rebuild and enlarge the brewery.

" Having a Lrthln al Kewaskum, Wisconsin, 1900, e

marks early
brewery

Smallshaw

by John

The former wood frame building was now
replaced by a brick structure. Mayer managed the
company wntil his untimely death in August of
1871 when he was only 45 years old,

For the nexe four years the company was run by
trustees for the benefic of the heirs and, in 1875,
the company was reorganieed as 5.F Mayer &
Company. Charles” eldest son, Stephen E Mayer,
who had been bom in 1854, ok over the helm
of the company. Slcpil:n had studied ar Notre
Dame University in Indiana and had returned o
West Bend to join the Family business. By this
time, the brewery measured 200 x 40 feet and had
a yearly capacity of 3,500 barrels. "The company
boasted of "2 24-horscpower
engine being used and employ-
ment of seven men”. The brewery
was further expanded at a cost of
$40,000 1o add a new double kiln
and additional floor space, In
1877, Mayer married Isadore Pick
of Schleisingerville, Wiscansin.

lee production was also an impor-
tant business for West Bend
Brewing. The ice loading platform
was operated by water power and
had a daily capacity of 60 freight
cars. The Armour and Swilt meat
| packing companies in Chicago
were the primary consumers of the
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LITHIUM SALTS WERE IN THE WATER

In 1889, 5.F Mayer & Company merged with
the other brewery in West Bend, which was locat-
ed juse across the sireer. The Eagle Brewery had
been started by Christian Artzbacher in 1850,
passed to Jensen & Co., and was now in the
hands of its third owner, the Kuchlthan family.

The two merged companies were reorganized as
the West Bend Brewing Co. with 5.E Mayer as
President and Adam Kuchlthau as Treasurer.
Kuelhthau eventally sold his incerest in the com-
pany in 1900, and went on to purchase an ice
company in Silver Lake, WI. His replacement was
Andrew Pick, who had married Mayer's sister
Emma. The Pick and Mayer families had now
been joined rogether by a second marriage!

West Bend Brewing reached a capacity of 15,000
barrels and had added a malting planc with a pro-
duction of 250,000 bushels per year. ‘The compa-
ny had now grown 1o 40 employees,

The company decided 1o build new producrion
facilitics onw the site of the smaller Eagle
Brewery, The original Mayer site was turned into
a malting operation.

Double blue bubbler, reverse on glass: "Es
Gibt Keln Kopfewh” on bottle translates to” it
does not give you a headache”,

Around this time, the company released irs
famous Lithia Beer, named for the lichium car-
bonate precent in the artesian brewing water. The
beer’s slogan was “The Beer That Sarisfies”, They
also markered the Old Timers Brand with the
interesting handle “Es gibt kein Kophvel™ ("It
doesn't give any headaches”), In 1893, the local
paper noted “many families in the northern part
of Washingron County wse livde rea or coffee, for
Lithia beer has taken its place”.

‘ \

Reverse on glass mimor, c. 1950

In 1900, the firm purchased a York artificial ice
machine which made year-round brewing possi-
ble. Harses delivered the praduct to local mverns
untl 1910, when a Kissel truchk was ;nm:h;r_ﬁc:!.
One of the drivers, William Waechter, became a

Lighted shadow box reverse on glass, c. 1950

Signs on the old brewery in 1876

local legend. He was so dependable and prompr
he was nicknamed "Old Faithful” because people
could st their watches as he passed by on his
daily rounds,

There was a close relationship between the
employees and management, and West Bend
Brewing was noted for its annual picnic with
musicians, food, beverages, and games. Brewing
in West Bend was a family enterprize,

In 1911, Stephen Mayer became ill and Andrew
Pick died a year hater, so the company was put up
for sale. Martin Whalter journcyed from Appleion,
Wisconsin, to look over the assets. His father
Georpe, had emiprated from Germany and
worked ar Miller Brewing in Milwaukee, George
w:lliﬂr I'Iﬂd W;In(l,'l] Oruma l)r:\\r\cr}f hi“]EEr. arl.d
finally purchased the former Fries Brewery in
Appleton to produce his
famous Adler Brau Beer,
Mﬂ[ii!i Wis anc U}- ]'I.il'l.ﬂ
Walter children and, in
1905, had been elected
President of  the
Appleton brewery. The
deal was concluded, and
Martin and his brother
{‘:hﬂ!’lﬂﬁ Illﬂ'f'cd (48] wﬁl’
Bend 1o run the brewery,

Milwaukesa Valley, a
contract beer for the
Mutual Wholesale
Liquor Co., of Los
Angales, CA.
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Affter selling the business, Stephen Mayer's health
recovered and he remained active in local enter-
E”im. w]lth :lnut!'u:r hl’olh:r—i“—lﬂ\“ {‘:—'ﬂ.fl. Pllﬂkp
he organized the West Bend Malting Co. in 1911,
He was later one of the founders of the West
Bend Aluminum Company, which eventually
evelved into the fimous West Bend Corporation,

Prohibition arrived in Wisconsin in 1920, and
the West Bend Brewing Company scrambled o
stay alive. The name was changed o the West
Bend Lithia Company. Their ficst awempt ar a
non-alcoholic beverage was “Lithia BeSure”,
bastcally the same formula as their beer withoue
the aleohol. Unfortunately, local beer drinkers
were not impressed.  The local newspaper noted
on June 15, 1921, it had “severe critics at home
wha kicked because the beverage didn't kick

LITHIUM SALTS WERE IN THE WATER

West Bend Lithia had 10,000 cases and 5,000
barrels ready for the thirsty citizens of the wwn.
Ar midnight, happy cries filled the air, and no one
minded thar a major snow storm had also hir the
town, as the first bortles of Lithia were opened in
13 years.

i them”. Fortunarely “BeSure”
found enough converts fur-
ther south in Milwaukee to
allow the company w hobble
along,

This success with “BeSure”
encouraged the company to
build a mew boule house,
| which included a new aute-
matic washing and filling line.
Lithia added a root beer 1o
their line of products, as well
as  “Mublberger”, another
non-intexicating malt beverage which promised
to “surpass BeSure in delicionsness”,

The forties and fifties were good 1o Lithia, and
the plant underwent 2 major modernization in
1953

In 1921, a fire destroyed most of the original
West Bend site across from the present brewery,
It was eventually razed in 1937,

With the election of Franklin Roosevelr in 1932,
came a promise to end Mrohibition, Wese Bend
Lithia was one of the first of 27 breweries in
Wisconsin to apply for a license. On Aprdl 7,
1933, cars began 1o arrive in frone of the brewery
and, by 10 a.m.. hundreds of people filled the
streets. A treasury agent had been assigned ro the
plant 1o ensure that no beer was sold prior to the
magic hour of midnight.

Aluminum serving tray ¢, 1940,

The brewery buildings today

o

Lithia Brew House

Former
Breweary
Giffice

Battling House
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LITHIUM SALTS WERE IN THE WATER

While it was being brewed in Eaw Claire, it won
ewo medals ac regional beer tasting contests.
Charles Jr. eventually relocated to Ean Claire 1o
run the Waler brewery ungl it was sold 1o
Chicago busincssman Michael Healy and oper-
ated as the Hibermia Brewery in its final years,

Chalk and particle board wall sign

The Wese Bend Lithia buildings suill stand on
Main Streer and are used by a variety of local
businesses.  Parts of the foundation of the orig-
inal brewery which had burned are alse still vis-
ible in the side of the hill across the street.

Thus ended 124 years of brewing history in
West Bend, Wisconsin,
Tha Charles M. Mayer house at 131 East Washington ¥
was built in 1875-76 and, at that time, was hailed as .
“one of the finest” in West Bend.

Praduction reached 45,000 barrels in the 1950s,
and capacity was increased to 77,000 bbl. The
presidency of the company passed from Charles
Walter Sr. 1o his son, Charles Jr. Lithia aged their |
beer a long 10 weeks in 11 wooden ranks, each
holding 240 bareels of beer.

Bur, the advent of mass marketing and television

advertising was 1o prove devastating wo the brew- Chuckies, a brand used only in 1954 when Charles
ery in the 19605, Sales began o fall and Lithiss  \waiar Jr., was bam. He is now a Gatholic priest. WEST BEND
customer base became older and alder. As was the

case with many local brewers, Lithia was simply

unable w caprure the imagination of younger |'
drinkers. | @ﬂ& ;::E; @ﬂﬁs

In 1969, the company ok a bold step when they |
signed a contract with Black Pride; Inc, of Chicago
to contract brew 20,000 bbl per year. The brand,
“Black Pride", was 1o be markered on the south
side of Chicago and was the brain child of Edward
] MeClellan, a senior director of the NAACE
Unforunarely, the brand never took hold, and
could nor extend the life of West Bend Lichia.

BEER

Heversa palnte-cl wall lighted wall sign c. 1960,

On June 1, 1972, the board of directors decided 1o
dissolve the company. The brand names were sold
1o Walter I:!n:wirlg of Fau Claire, where Charles
Whlrer Jr. served on the board of directors. The
Whalter Brewery of Appleton, which Charles’
grandfacher had run, had closed only rwo months
earlier.

Note the
There were 24 employees at the time of the closing pricas on this
of West Bend. It was devastating to the local econ- earhy menu
omy. In the 25 years after Prohibition, Lithia had board

paid the city $200,000 in real estate taxes, bought 1950s bubbler sign
a million and a half dollars worth of barley from
local farmers, had a three million dollar payroll,
and paid nearly nine million dollars in stace and

federal taxes.

See related story on West Bend labels, page 32

West Bend Old Timers remained a5 a budget
brand for Walrer of Eau Claire uniil its closing in

the early 905
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About Lithium

I'm not sure of the pros and
gons of Lithium Carbonate in e
water. Obviously, the West J;'if_;,&t BEER
E'B‘nd Wﬂfﬂr had ilq aﬂd Ihe FVARER AT S ETE R S e e
brewery decided to exploit it ERRENTE 1 Sk Ly
Their Lithia brand name
so0n became dominate and,
by 1911, the company name
was changed from West
Bend Brewing Co. to West
Bend Lithia Co. Prepro and
early prohibition era labals
beasted “The Water used for
this brew contains 7.027
parts Lithium Carbonate.”
Curiously, the lithium content
¢ 1028 TWest Bend Liths Co.” seemed to drop to 4.266
ppm by the mid 1920's and
by 19356 mention of the lithi-
um contenl was dropped
from labels. However, lha
flagship brand, as well as the
company name stuck, with
Lithia until closing in 1972,
Several label  design
changes are pictured.

¢ 1838-R0 Dheart bt

Old Timer's Lager Beer was developed as a second, probably premium brand. My
earliest label suggests the brand was introduced in the late 1930's. The label
graphics feature four gentleman with lidded steins of beer. Obviously, they are
enjoying the moment. The German wording under the graphic in early labels
translated to, *It doesn't give a headache”. This wording was later changed to
English, consistent with wartime efforts to de-Germanize their image, with a new
message, “The Best of the Betler Beer™ This theme seemed lo be a winner, as the
brand endured to the end with several color changes, but without changing the
basic graphic. One gets the impression, from labels from the 1960-70s, that Qid
Timer's eventually surpassed Lithia in popularity and as the mainstay brand. West
Bend's brands passed to Walter Brewing Company, Eau Claire upon closing, but
only Old Timer's got serious play. Of course, Wallers had to change the name from
West Bend Old Timer's to Wisconsin Old Timer's but the identifying graphic was
relained.

Old Timer's




Old Timer’s
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Seasonal Beers

In addition to Lithia and Old Timer's, West
Bend went in for ‘seasonals’ in a big way.
Christmas Holiday and Springtime Bock
brews seemed to have been annual offer-
ings. During the late 1920's, specialty
brews for Easter and the Fourth of July
were lried. This was likely an unsuccess-
ful effort to broaden the product line dur-
ing the dark days of prohibition. Later
on, the seasonals served 1o spice-up the
product line with bright and colorful label
graphics - - a pleasing change of pace
far the customer,
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